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Dainik  JagaranNew Delhi 21st Nov 2009
Paper and Jute Bags are more harmful than plastics

 Appeal to Supreme Court for withdrawing the Delhi Govt. Notification
 Supreme Court has sent notices to Union Govt. and  Delhi Govt.

New Delhi Jagaran Bureau :  Till now,  the perception was that plastic bags are
harmful for the environment.  However, one petitioner has submitted just the opposite
fact in the Supreme Court. The petitioner, who is a manufacturer of plastic bag claims
that paper and jute bags emit more pollution than that of plastic bags.  On the basis of
this, the petitioner has challenged the Delhi Govt’s Notification on the ban of  plastic
bags. The Supreme Court has issued notice to the Govt. Of India as well as the Delhi
Govt  The Supreme Court has also asked response from  Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), Delhi Cantonment Board
(DCB) and Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

Shri Kundan Mishra, the Advocate for the Petitioner, Mr. Iqbal Noor, said that Delhi
Govt. Notification of  7th Jan 09 on the ban was issued without hearing his client’s
view and hence, the notification should be withdrawn.  The petition of Mr. Iqbal has
also sought withdrawal of the notification of  21st Nov  last year and Delhi Plastic Act
2000. The reason behind this is that the mandatory 45 days notice was not issued
before the said notification.  The petition also says that Delhi Legislative Assembly is
not even empowered to enact Plastic Act 2000.  It is only the Union Govt. who can
make any law related to environment. While issuing the notification, it was not
clarified how plastic bag was creating environmental pollution.  If there is a ban on
plastic bag, then paper or jute bags would be used.  Whereas for manufacture of
paper, lot of trees would have to be felled. Not only that the emissions from the paper
mills would also make more environmental pollution and if jute bags are to be used
then also more amount of water would be used for manufacturing the jute bags.

(Nominal Translation of the Hindi Report)
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